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Sister Terri Hoffman, OSB, accepted the election by
the sisters of Mother of God Monastery, Watertown
on June 1, 2017 and was installed during a private
Eucharistic celebration in the monastery chapel on June
18, 2017. She succeeds Sister Marlene Minnaert as the
eleventh spiritual leader of this Benedictine community.
The election was the final step of the community’s
discernment process, calling on the Holy Spirit to lead
and give them direction.

Winona Lay Ministry Institute in 2000. In 2014 she
completed the Spiritual Director Formation Program
at Sacred Heart Monastery in Yankton, SD. Previous to
joining the sisters of Mother of God Monastery in 2008,
she ministered as a liturgist, musician, R.C.I.A. director,
and administrative assistant at a few parishes in the
Winona Diocese. She is also a mother of four sons and
thirteen grandchildren.

S

Asked what part of the Rule of St. Benedict resonates
with S. Terri as she
moves forward as
prioress, she chose
a verse from the
in the Rule
ecomes 11th Prioress of Mother of God Monastery chapter
on the election of a
prioress: “She should
take to heart
examples (from
Servant Leaders, Sisters Ramona Fallon and
scripture) of discretion, the mother of virtues,
Nancy Zemcuznikov will Assist
and manage everything in the monastery so that
the strong have something to yearn for and the weak
Sister Terri Hoffman was born in St. Paul, MN. She
Sister Terri Hoffman
graduated from Good Counsel Academy, Mankato, MN
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of great upheaval in
our country and in our
world, it is sometimes hard to
keep
in touch with our peaceful,
From the Prioress
calm centers deep in our hearts where
the Spirit resides. Knowing with our
Sister Terri Hoffman
minds and believing that God is in control, has
Prioress of Mother of God Monastery wonderful dreams for us, and can work through
any circumstance, doesn’t help much when we are
not centered in God. Contemplative/centering
prayer is one fruitful method of accomplishing this.
Contemplative prayer keeps us present to the deep
Since the last Focus there have been many changes
love God has for us. For we are called to move from
here at the monastery. Our election process in
head to heart and from heart to others.
March was suspended in order to allow more time
At the conference we heard much wisdom that
for discernment. Then on June 1st, I was elected
could be applied to our current political and cultural
to serve as the 11th prioress of our monastic
crises:
community.
“A variety of perspectives can lead to division
I attended a few workshops since being elected, most or diversity – let it be diversity. We are being called
notably in early August S. Nancy and I attended
to widen our circles and overlap these circles. We are
the annual conference of the Leadership
being drawn into a deeper diversity than we have ever
Council of Women Religious in Orlando,
known.
FL. Our keynote speakers were
Diversity is who is invited to the party;
Christopher Pramuk, PhD and Jan
inclusivity is who is invited to dance. Let’s be more
Richardson. They were very
counter-cultural and waste time learning about each
inspiring, using music, art
other.”
and poetry to touch us
deeply with their
message.
In this time

Sister Marva was invited
to read her poem, "Burgled
Brain," to the South Dakota State
University library audience at the
Oakwood Magazine Launch on April 20th.
This poem was written as a thank you to Sister
Adrienne Kaufmann. It has become a tradition for
Sister Marva to write a poem each time she spends
a weekend at Pelican House as that is where she
writes most of her poetry. Over the past 50 years,
she has written over 600 poems and over a dozen of
them have been published.

M

-photo courtesy of Oakwood Staff

For once you have danced with another, you will no
longer look on them as ‘other’ or ‘enemy.’ Something
we could all waste time considering.

Sister Marva Hoeckelman

onastery News

The Latest Events of the Benedictine Sisters
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Congratulations Jubilarians!
70 Years of Service
Sister Michaeleen (Beverly Ann) Jantzer is

a native of North Dakota. She has worked in education
and parish ministry. Her last position was at St. James
Cathedral, Jamestown, ND. Currently Sister Michaeleen
is retired and living at Mother of God Monastery.
She appreciates her time for liturgical prayer and the
Eucharist. She enjoys keeping in touch with family
and friends by written correspondence, telephone and
personal visiting.

Sister Judeen Seeberger was born in Glen Ullin,

ND, the third oldest of seven children. She entered
Sacred Heart of Yankton, SD in 1945 and became a
founding member of Mother of God Monastery in 1961.
She graduated from high school in Yakima, WA and
received her education degree from Mt. Marty College,
Yankton, SD. Sister Judeen was a teacher for more than
25 years and then transitioned to parish ministry in
Yakima, WA and Howard, SD. She now is retired and
living at the monastery.

Sister Evelyn (Ida) Sehn was born the fifth of

seven children of Anselm and Monica (Ternes) Sehn
in Linton, ND. She graduated from Mount Marty High
School, after which she entered Sacred Heart Monastery
in Yankton. She earned a bachelor degree in nursing
and worked in almost every hospital unit. Sister Evelyn
is retired from healthcare and lives with her community
at St. Benedict House in Pierre.

60 Years of Service
Sister Adel Sautner grew up on a farm near

Hoven, SD. As a student at Mount Marty High School,
she was attracted to Benedictine prayer, study and

community. She entered Sacred Heart Monastery in
Yankton, SD in 1955, and is a founding member of
Mother of God Monastery in Watertown. Sister Adel
lives in Pierre where she is part of the community at
St. Benedict House. She also serves on the Monastery
Council.

Sister Johanna (Helen) Schumacher grew up

on a farm near Halliday, ND, the third of twelve children
of Frank and Magdalena. She entered Sacred Heart
Convent, Yankton, SD and later became a founding
member of Mother of God Monastery. Sister Johanna
has ministered as a teacher, pharmacist and accountant.
She is active in areas of social justice. Currently, Sister
Johanna is the Director of Hospitality for the monastery
and is involved in a variety of volunteer activities.

Sister Yvonne Marie Linster spent her

childhood in Lemmon, SD and, later, in Redwood Falls,
MN. Following her father's death, the family moved to
Worthington, MN and she continued high school there.
In 1955, Sister Yvonne entered Sacred Heart Convent in
Yankton, SD. She ministered as an X-ray technician and
to home-bound elderly. She retired in 2007. Presently,
Sister Yvonne is in prayer ministry and resides in St.
Paul, MN.

Sister Ramona Fallon grew up on a farm in

central SD and attended St. Mary’s School in Zell. After
completing 9th grade at St. Mary’s in Aberdeen, she
entered Sacred Heart Monastery, Yankton, SD where
she finished high school and entered into formation as
a Benedictine. She ministered in education for much
of her life except when she served in leadership of her
community. She is proud of her community and is
presently serving as Servant Leader with her sisters.
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Sister Terri Hoffman
Continued from front page
nothing to run from.” As S. Terri shares, “These
words show Benedict’s tremendous compassion for
and understanding of the human person and one of
the main tasks of a prioress.”
Sister Ramona Fallon,
former prioress, and S.
Nancy Zemcuznikov,
former Benet Place
administrator were
asked by S. Terri to assist
her in the leadership
of this Benedictine
community. They have
taken the role of Servant
Leaders. Servant
leadership is both a
leadership philosophy
and set of leadership
practices. As servant-leaders they will share
power, put the needs of others first and help their
sisters develop and live joyfully with and for their
monastic community. Together with S. Terri, they
will help to foster a viable Benedictine life for their
community that lasts through the 21st century.

S
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'Election of a Prioress'
By: Sisters Terri and Ramona

For most of us the word election stirs up in
us thoughts of a political process. But for
Benedictines, it is a ‘calling forth’ just as those
catechumens in the Catholic R.C.I.A. process
become the Elect on the First Sunday of Lent when
they are called forth to
prepare more deeply for
baptism at the Easter
Vigil. The prioress of
a monastery “In accord
with the spirit of the
Rule,” is believed “to hold
the place of Christ in the
monastery.” (RB 2) “The
prioress is the spiritual
leader of the monastery
and the chief steward of
its temporal goods. She
guides the formation of
the sisters and directs the
works of the monastery.” (RB 3, 64)
	The first of our 2-part discernment process
is the setting of our Direction Statements which
set the course the community will take for the next
six years. Following that, a preparatory period
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Great thanks for all of your financial support and prayers throughout the summer. The funds raised
will be used to advance our vocation efforts. Sister Nancy Zemcuznikov will lead these efforts.
Please keep her and all the Sisters in your prayers.
The 6th Annual Garden Tour was once again a success.
Both the morning and afternoon trollies were full; we
filled a 15 passenger van as well! All proceeds go directly
to the Benedictine Multicultural Center. Thanks to all
the sisters and volunteers who assisted with this event. A
special thanks to Dougherty & Company for sponsoring
the catered luncheon!

" A special thanks to
Dougherty & Company for
donating the catered luncheon!"

Summer letter (gross)
$9,350.00 Garden Tour (gross)
Expenses
859.75 Expenses
Proceeds
$8,490.25 Proceeds
				

$2,578.00
678.94
$1,899.00
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of prayerful discernment includes the following
elements: special daily prayer for the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, and study of the Rule of Benedict
and supplemental documents related to the role and
qualities of the prioress.
	The ‘calling forth’ carries in it a surfacing of
names of those who would be capable and willing to
fill the role of prioress. Continuing in the spirit of
prayer and discernment, a prioress is ‘elected.’
Direction Statements
Mother of God Monastery
2017-2023
1. Deepen our Benedictine spiritual and communal
life incorporating mutuality and relationship skills.
* Discernment of the Spirit within us.
* Attentiveness to on-going formation
2. Be open to living new and creative expressions of
Benedictine life and membership.
3. Support community leadership and educate
members for leadership positions.
4. We will witness through our presence as we
discern and respond to existing and emerging needs
as we are able.

Our 15th Annual Pheasant Hunt will be held on
Sunday, October 1, 2017. It will once again take
place at the beautiful Oak Tree Lodge outside of
Clark, SD. Registration begins at 9:00 A.M. and
the hunt starts at 10:00 A.M. The buffet lunch will
follow the hunt and we will conclude with a live
auction and raffle. Raffle tickets are available at the
monastery and the prize is a priceless basket filled
with monastery garden items, homemade bakery,
wine, a ticket to the 2018 Hunt plus more!
Tickets are $10 per ticket or 6 tickets for $50.
If you are interested in attending the hunt or
coming out to the lodge for lunch please contact
me: communications@dailypost.com or
605-882-6646.
Jennifer Vick
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What Is an Oblate?
Oblates of St. Benedict are women and men
who have formally associated themselves with a
Benedictine monastery in order that they may
experience a reciprocal relationship with it in prayer
and other good works. At the present time, Mother
of God Monastery has over 100 Oblates.
Many thanks to our Oblates for their relationship
with and dedication to our monastery and their
life as a Benedictine Oblate. Also, thanks to our
sisters who have guided the Oblates over the years.
Most recently these include Sisters Jeanne, Leona,
Gertrude, Marietta, Francis, Charles, Veronica,
Marlene and Eileen. There have been Oblate
meetings in Watertown, Pierre, Fort Thompson,
Onida and Sioux Falls (city and men's prison).
Sister Ramona is the new director with assistance
from Sisters Eileen, Emily and Marietta. We invite
anyone interested in becoming an Oblate to call
Sister Ramona (605-882-6631). If you are not interested in becoming an Oblate but might want to be a
volunteer or an associate, please contact S. Ramona.
Soon she will be visiting parishes to talk about Oblates and other ways of associating with the Sisters.
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be a Sister. She boarded
at Mount Marty High
School in Yankton, SD
for her junior and senior
years, graduating in 1951.
Following graduation,
she entered Sacred Heart
Convent in Yankton and
Sister Mary-Lambert's Life of Ministry
professed final vows in 1956. She
was named Lambert after Bishop
Lambert Hoch from the Diocese of Bismarck.
Her ministry assignments which followed were
meaningful and varied.

I was touched when Sister Mary-Lambert Skalsky
asked me to stop in her office a few days before
she completed her six-year term as monastery
procurator. The term procurator is taken from
Chapter 31 of the Holy Rule of St. Benedict. It is a
leadership position similar to a business manager.
She is responsible for maintaining the building
and property of the monastery, supplies for the
monastery campus, vehicle requests and cemetery
management. She wanted to share some of her
story with me and to thank me for the work I do for
the sisters.
She was born and raised on a farm until she was 5
years old but moved to Glen Ullin when she was
in 3rd grade. There, she and her brother, Ken,
attended Sacred Heart School. It was when she was
in 2nd grade that she first met a Benedictine
Sister. This was the beginning
of her desire to

SM

As did many of the sisters, Sister Mary-Lambert
began teaching after making final vows. She always
enjoyed music so she was fortunate to teach music,
piano and accordion. In later years, she even helped
organize a band at the monastery. When it was
discovered that she had strong organizational and
financial skills, her ministry path took an abrupt
turn. She went from teaching elementary music to
becoming an administrator of Maryhouse Nursing
Home in Pierre, SD followed by administrator of
St. Mary’s Hospital also in Pierre. Eight years later,
she learned of an opening as Director of Catholic
Social Services in Sioux Falls and they snapped
her up. Five years later she became a social service
consultant for the Lutheran Good Samaritan
Society. Eventually, her administrative skills were
needed at the monastery and she was asked by Sister
Sandra when she was elected Prioress to come home
to serve as procurator.
After she completed her six-year term as procurator
she moved to Dickinson, ND to serve as a
companion and helper to her aging mother. She
continued to work while helping her mother. After
her mother's death, however, she came back to the
monastery and served as secretary to the prioress.
Throughout the past six years, she has served as
procurator for her sisters. She is excited for the next
stage of her life to enfold.

isters
inistries

During our conversation, I asked Sister Mary-

Outreach Ministries of the Benedictine Sisters
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Lambert if she considered anything in particular to
be a major turning point in her life. She responded,
“I feel so blessed to have traveled to the Holy Land
in October, 2015 where I followed the footsteps
of Jesus. My most meaningful prayer on the trip
became and continues to be, ‘I believe in God… Jesus
Christ His only son our Lord who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary…’ ".

Articles by:
Jennifer Vick, Director
of Community Relations
and Development
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Sister Teresa Ann Wolf Receives South Dakota's
Hall of Fame Award

On May 31, 2017, Sister Teresa Ann Wolf, OSB from
Mother of God Monastery was awarded a 'South
Dakota Hall of Fame Act of Excellence Award' on
behalf of the work that is being done at the Benedictine Multicultural Center (BMC) of which she serves
as the director. Her name was submitted by Ms. Jan
Johnson of Watertown. Sister Wolf is the director
of the Benedictine Multicultural Center as well as
the director for the Watertown Initiative to Prevent
Sex Trafficking. She is also an active member of Pax
Christi, an organization guided by the spirituality of
nonviolence and care of creation. Whether she is assisting clients at the BMC or teaching about human
trafficking prevention Sister Teresa Ann’s deep faith
is at the core of her kind and generous actions. For
more information on Sister Teresa Ann: http://sdexcellence.org/Sister_Teresa_Wolf

Thank
You!

A big thank you goes out
to Sister Nancy for her years of
service as the Benet Place Administrator.
John Redlinger, monastery CEO, was appointed as the
Interim Administrator. Tami Namken, has been promoted
from Benet Place bookkeeper to Benet Place Business
Manager. Congratulations Tami and John!
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pcoming Events

SAVE THE DATE

•

SEPTEMBER 15-16 - Dreaming... A Way to
Spiritual Growth

•

SEPTEMBER 22 - 23 - Discovering Myself:
An Enneagram Workshop

FEATURE: The Latest on Climate Change and an
Immigration Update

•

OCTOBER 1 - Benedictine Sisters
Foundation Annual Pheasant Hunt and
Auction
OCTOBER 14 - Oblate Retreat

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: Paul Huttner, first Chief
Meterologist with Minnesota Public Radio and Sister
Janet Horstman, Immigration Legal
Specialist at Caminando Juntos

•

OCTOBER 21- South Dakota Pax Christi
Peace Conference

REGISTRATION: 8:30 AM

•

OCTOBER 28 - Wheat Weaving Workshop

•

NOVEMBER 3- Healing the Inner Child

•

NOVEMBER 18 - Enneagram II

•

DECEMBER 2 - Advent Retreat

•

South Dakota Pax Christi Peace Conference
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2017

CONFERENCE: 9:30-3:30 PM
COST: $25 (includes lunch/
breaks)
PLACE: County Fair Banquet
Hall,
14 Second Street NE,
Watertown, SD

Like us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
Watertown.Benedictine.Sisters

