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In 1864, Mother Gertrude Leupi
Watertown) attended school at St. Mary’s
established a Benedictine monastery
in Zell and organized the event. Sister
for women in Switzerland named Maria
Emily Meisel, Susan’s teacher, shared
Richenbach. Ten years later Mother
“The journey to Zell was very special
Leupi moved with several of the sisters
to me and I am very grateful that Susan
to Maryville, MO. A short time after
made it happen. The Zell community,
that, Bishop Martin Marty invited some
along with the Redfield parish were so
of them to come to
Dakota and help educate
the Native Americans.
In 1874, these Sisters
settled at Zell, South
Dakota where they built
their first monastery
and boarding school.
Sisters from Mother of God
Although the monastery/
school still stands, it has
Monastery Visit their Roots
not been used for years.
In 1887, the Benedictine
Sisters moved their headquarters to
gracious to us in preparing a wonderful
Yankton, SD and in 1963 the school
meal and giving us an opportunity to
eventually closed.
share the value of the faith formation that
the school provided for so many years.
The 7-acre campus which includes
The love of community and church was
a church, two rectories, community
evident.” A special thanks to Angela
center, small cemetery and the school
Weller, parish secretary of St. Bernard’s
holds a rich heritage for the Sisters
and wonderful memories for
Memories in Zell, SD
former students and residents
Continued on Page 4
of the area. Susan Crawford (of
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has begun a journey of
transformation. It’s called
Transformative Visioning. This
process will guide us as we seek not
From the Prioress
only personal transformation, but also
communal transformation. This deep
work will ask each of us to look more closely at our
Sister Terri Hoffman
Prioress of Mother of God Monastery charism and mission statements and discern what
God is calling our community to become. How
are we to be in the world when the world keeps
evolving? In what way will we be ministering to
the church and the world when the needs keep
November 12, 2017
changing? As you can imagine, this is not a one
week or even a one month process, but will be
Dear Friends of Mother of God Monastery,
stretched out over the next few years.
During this month of November the Church’s
liturgical cycle begins to wind down. We remember
in a special way those who have gone before us, and
focus on gratitude for God’s gifts to us, especially
our loved ones and those who support us in so
many ways.
Transformation is a beautiful thing!
Hard, but beautiful, calling for total
surrender. We are all aware of the
cycle of death into life. Nature
reveals this year after
year. It’s the Paschal
Mystery. Mother of
God monastic
community

Western Party at Benet Place

M

There will be times when we may call upon you for
input or invite you into our brainstorming sessions.
Oblates, friends and employees will make up this
pool of possible lay participants.
As we embark on this journey know that we count
on your prayers. Pray that we will follow the Spirit’s
call and take the risks needed to be transformed.
Wishing you all a blessed Thanksgiving, a holy
Advent season and a joy-filled Christmas season!
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
S. Terri Hoffman, OSB
“…Help us never to forget the meaning of our earthly
journey:
May the kindly light of faith illumine our days,
the comforting power of hope direct our steps,
the contagious warmth of love stir our hearts;
and may our gaze be fixed on God, in whom
true joy is found.”
-Pope Francis

In September, Benet Place
tenants put on their boots
and red bandanas and enjoyed music,
dancing and learning to line dance. Even John
Redlinger, Benet Place Interim - administrator
joined in! Music was provided by Gary Gardner.

onastery News

The Latest Events of the Benedictine Sisters
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Spirituality Center

Ninety Years Young
Sister Naomi Roth is being hugged by Sister
Georgianne Imberi at her 90th birthday party.
Sisters and staff gathered in the afternoon on
September 25th for cake and ice cream to honor S.
Naomi. Happy Birthday Sister!

SD Pax Christi Conference

Sister Emily Meisel and her guest presenters
have been busy this autumn with various
workshops and personal growth opportunities.
Conversation and Coffee Sessions are offered two
Wednesdays a month at 9:15 - 10:15 am. This
year the conversation focuses on the usage of
Fire, Wind and the Earth in Scripture. S. Emily
takes you traveling with St. Paul on two Thursday
afternoons each month. Workshops are offered
on various weekends throughout the year, such as
the Wheat Weaving Workshop photo below.
For more information on our Spirituality
Center offerings, please contact Sister Emily
Meisel: sisteremily@hotmail.com, 605.886.4181.
A listing of upcoming workshops are on the back
of this newsletter. For a complete listing check out
our website: watertownbenedictines.org

The annual South Dakota Pax Christi Conference
was held on October 21st at the County Fair
Banquet Hall in Watertown. Approximately 80
religious and lay people attended. The goal of
the Pax Christi organization is to promote peace
through prayer, education and action. Organizers
say creating a peaceful world often starts with
focusing on being a kind and peaceful person.

Wheat Weaving Workshop

Pictured to the left is the Pax Christi Leadership
Team comprised of Presentation and Benedictine
Sisters, leaders of Pax Christi and the keynote
speaker.
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Memories in Zell, SD
Continued from Front Page
Catholic Church in Redfield, St. Bernard’s Altar
Society and Jerry and Janet Eaton who contributed
greatly to the day.

It was a wonderful day of reminiscing. Former St.
Mary’s student, Sister Ramona Fallon stated, “It
was an emotional day, visiting with old friends and
classmates, walking through the old school, telling
stories and remembering former times.” Sister
Emily commented, “It was a gift to see students
that I had not seen since 1962 and share stories
that evoked many memories”. Sister Rebecca Littel
noted, "In addition to sharing memories with
parishioners, it was great to go to the cemetery and

S
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remember and pray for our deceased relatives and
parishioners." Sister Eileen Brick added, “Even
though our sisters were no longer ministering in
Zell when I entered the community, I know it is a
significant part of our community’s early history.
It was inspiring to listen to the sisters and the
people from the area share their connections and
memories with one another.”
Special connections were made that day. Sister
Johanna Schumacher met a close friend of her
brother who lives in North Dakota. Sister Eileen
enjoyed her visit with Redfield pastor, Fr. Tom
Anderson who was her student. The excitement
of this gathering even attracted a couple of out-ofstate visitors who were just passing through. One
woman was a history teacher from California who
was fascinated with the old building and wanted to
tour the school.
Susan Crawford was pleasantly surprised at the
great turnout of people to see the Sisters and the
school. S. Ramona summed up her educational
experience at St. Mary’s, “Thanks be to God for our
parents who sent us here and for the teachers who
taught us.”
Article by:
Jennifer Vick;
Communications Director
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The Benedictine Sisters Foundation Board met on October 25th. I read the grant reports submitted
by Sister Teresa Ann for the $1,600 granted to the BMC Summer Youth Program in June and for the
$2,000 given to the Watertown Initiative To Prevent Sex Trafficking (WIPST) to cover the electronic
billboard cost during the Sturgis Bike Rally and Pheasant Hunting season. Sister Charles sent a
thank-you for the $5,000 given to assist with a Habitat for Humanity House on the reservation at Fort
Thompson. These grants were only made possible through your generosity.
The 15th Annual Pheasant Hunt was also discussed at this meeting. It was a very successful event
and auction. It rained before we began hunting and down poured after the hunt was over but hunters
remained dry! It was a fun event with lots of camaraderie and laughs. Lee Schoenbeck was the lucky
winner of the Sisters' basket of goodies. A big thank you to all who participated in the Hunt and the
raffle. Special thanks to Tyler DeBoer for assisting with the event, to Oak Tree Lodge and the Makens
family for gifting the incredible venue for the day and to all our selfless donors. We met our goal of
34 hunters and raised over $11,500 for the ministries of the Sisters. Mark your calendars for next
year. It will be held on Saturday, September 29th.
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Benet Place Kitchen Remodeled

Due to the generosity of many donors

In March three of our Foundation
Board members will have
completed their third terms and
will be leaving the Board. If you
have an interest in serving on the
Benedictine Sisters Foundation
Board, please contact me. We meet
three times a year at the monastery.
Lunch is provided! Thank you to
Theresa Erschens of Brookings who
just completed her service on the
Board in October.
Jennifer Vick
Foundation Executive Director
605-882-6646

Benet Place Kitchen Remodel
Due to the generosity of many donors, the Benedictine Sisters Foundation
provided partial funding to Benet Place Independent Senior Apartments to upgrade their kitchen
facility.
The project included new cabinetry, a steam table, a commercial sized convection range/oven and an
energy efficient refrigerator and freezer. New flooring and painting completed the updated look to
the area. The tenants and staff are truly thankful for this wonderful improvement that will provide
many years of service.
John Redlinger
Interim-administrator
											
Benet Place
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astoral Care: A
Way of Life

Sister Judith Fischer Shares Her

socially and spiritually.
In many cases, the
person involved has lost
a loved one and is facing
a new life-style along
with grieving, adjusting,
compensating and rebuilding
by themselves. Many turn
Story
to God as never before seeking
acceptance, security and love.
In many ways they are preparing for death and
life beyond, which presents challenging needs for
pastoral ministers to encounter. But ministering to
the elderly can also be extremely rewarding.

Pastoral care, especially when applied to the laity,
has taken on special meaning since Vatican II days.
After devoting the past twenty years of my life to
this ministry, I appreciate an opportunity to reflect
on its significance in my life, as well as in the life of
any Christian called to spread the light of Christ as
best he/she can.
I began doing pastoral ministry with Immaculate
Conception Parish in Watertown eleven years ago,
which has been an enlightening and rewarding
experience for me. Even though pastoral ministry
can involve families of all ages, most of my focus
at Immaculate Conception has been with care of
the elderly. Of course, aging is a life-long process
from birth to death, with each phase involving new
challenges and needs. The elderly, however, face
new, often unexpected situations involving
serious life changes—physically,
psychologically,

SM

My work involved bringing Communion to
persons in their homes unable to come to Church
for services; offering Communion Services in
various health care facilities, including the hospital;
assisting the pastor in helping families prepare for
the death and burial of their loved ones; and dealing
with pastoral care emergencies as they arose. For
a time, I also served as volunteer coordinator.
Through this ministry, I got to know, befriend and
serve many persons connected with the parish. Best
of all, I was able to serve the needs of others in the
name of Christ and understand that all of us are
called in many ways to be ambassadors of God’s
love and support to those around us. May we all be
devoted channels of God’s love to others.
Pictured above (l-r) is Lillian Rogness, Sister Judith
Fischer and Eileen Matteson.

isters
inistries

Article by:
Sister Judith Fischer, OSB
More Information:
www.watertownbenedictines.org
605-878-0624

Outreach Ministries of the Benedictine Sisters
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environment of the world that he or she lives in.”
The first year that Sister Clarice was on staff at IC,
there was a student who transferred from the public
school. He was at least a year behind academically.
S. Clarice individually worked with him, helping
him move forward in his academic achievements
and in his confidence. Currently, this student is in
the sixth grade and working at grade level.
This individualized assistance is one of the reasons
that Immaculate Conception has been ranked in
the top 1% of schools in the nation. In October, IC
was recognized as one of
342 schools in the nation
to earn the prestigious
National Blue Ribbon
School designation. On
November 13th, students
and staff hoisted the Blue
Ribbon flag proudly below
Immaculate Conception School earns Blue
the American flag. The mayor
Ribbon designation.
read a proclamation that described
the amazing accomplishments that staff
and students achieved. One of these being
Over the years since Immaculate Conception School that the school ranked in the top 15 percent of
in Watertown opened its doors, various orders of
South Dakota schools in the areas of reading and
Sisters have staffed it. Beginning in 1973, the Sisters mathematics. Congratulations to Carol Dagel, Sister
of Mother of God Monastery began ministering
Clarice and all the students and staff at IC school!
there as teachers, cooks, religious education director
and even principal. Today, at the age of 90, Sister
Clarice Schmidt serves as a Foster Grandparent to
the students enrolled in this Catholic school. Sister
Clarice works with the students as a facilitator of
learning and as a spiritual mentor.

B

enedictine Presence
Makes a Difference.

Carol Dagel, IC school principal, feels very blessed
to have Sister Clarice on staff. She shares, “She
has the ability to win the hearts and minds of the
students she works with and has a gentle demeanor
that is very inviting to students. Sister Clarice has
compassion for the students who struggle with
difficult family situations. She assists
students in understanding the

"Sister Clarice has compassion
for the students who struggle
with difficult family situations."

}

Article by:
Jennifer Vick
Communications
Director
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pcoming Events

•

DECEMBER 2 - Emmanual With Us: Advent
Retreat

•

DECEMBER 6 - Watertown Initiative to
Prevent Sex Trafficking - Coalition Meeting

•

DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 22 Christmas Nativities from Around the World

•

JANUARY 6 - Meeting God Within Me:
Centering Prayer

•

JANUARY 20 - A Day With Julian of
Norwich

•

FEBRUARY 6 - MARCH 13- Winter
Spanish Courses

•

FEBRUARY 9 - FEBRUARY 10 - MyersBriggs Workshop

•

MARCH 10 - Images of Jesus in Scripture

SAVE THE DATE

Benedictine Multicultural Center
Chamber After 4 Open House
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2018

Celebrate the Benedictine Multicultural Center's
10th Anniversary since the Sisters of Mother of
God Monastery opened its doors!
There will be games and
refreshments. Tours will
be provided.
Learn more about this
event and the Center's
activities on our website.
watertownbenedictines.org

Don't forget to LIKE us on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/Watertown.Benedictine.Sisters/

